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SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR PERMIT TO CLIMB MOUNT EVEREST 
REF: KATHMANDU 5555 

1. REACHED REV. FORD BY TELEPHONE DECEMBER 29 AND ASSURED 
HIM THAT ENDORSEMENT LETTER IS NOT SUBSTANTIVELY DIFFERENT 
THAN SIMILAR LETTERS SENT PREVIOUSLY REGARDING OTHER 
EXPEDITIONS. ALSO INFORMED HIM THAT MFA HAD PROMISED PROMPT 
DECISION AND THAT WE WOULD ADVISE HIM WHEN WE ARE INFORMED 
OF IT. WE ARE POUCHING COPIES OF ENDORSEMENT LETTER TO 
FORD. 

2. FORD WAS CONCERNED ABOUT FINAL SENTENCE OF ENDORSEMENT 
LETTER NOTING ENDORSEMENT DOES NOT PRECLUDE DEPARTMENT 
ENDORSING OTHER QUALIFIED EXPEDITIONS, COMMENTING THIS IM- 
PLIED ANOTHER GROUP WAS INTERESTED IN CLIMBING EVEREST. 

WHEN WE CONFIRMED THIS WAS THE CASE, HE RETURNED TO HIS 
PREVIOUS URGINGS THAT THE DEPARTMENT GO BEYOND ENDORSEMENT 
OF HIS APPLICATION AND "SUPPORT" IT. WE TOLD HIM WE 

COULD NOT SUPPORT ANY EXCLUSIVE CLAIMS TO CLIMB A PEAK IN 
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NEPAL (HE CLAIMS THE FRENCH GAVE UP THEIR POSITION SPECI- 
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FICALLY SO THAT HE COULD GET HIS PERMIT) NOR COULD WE TAKE 
SIDES WHEN TWO OR MORE COMPETING EXPEDITIONS APPLIED FOR THE 
SAME PEAK IN THE SAME SEASON. 

3. WE BELIEVE FORD WILL BE CONTACTING HIS REPRESENTATIVE 
IN KATHMANDU URGING HIM TO BRING PRESSURE ON THE MFA TO 
MAKE A POSITIVE DECISION IN FORD'S FAVOR. ROBINSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MOUNT EVEREST, TRAVEL CONTROLS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 DEC 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: MorefiRFI 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE304152 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RDLORTON:CSB 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750449-0628 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1975127/aaaaafxu.tel 

Line Count: 68 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 KATHMANDU 5555 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MorefiRH 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18 AUG 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <21 AUG 2003 by MorefiRH> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REQUEST FOR PERMIT TO CLIMB MOUNT EVEREST 
TAGS: TGEN. NP, (FORD, ROGER) 

To: KATHMANDU 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



